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from our pastor 
Fr. Rask 

“My father was a wandering Aramean who went down to Egypt with a small household and lived 
there as an alien, but there he became a nation great, strong, and numerous.” These words are 
from the book of Deuteronomy. This fifth book of the Bible is one long sermon Moses preaches to 
the Israelites poised on the banks of the Jordan about to enter the Promised Land.  They had been 
wandering in the desert for the past 40 years. The first Sunday of each Lent returns us to the desert, 
to its essence: isolation and silence, temptation and testing. The purpose of such a journey is to learn about–and be 
formed in–our identity as beloved sons and daughters of God. 
 

Abraham provides the great biblical image of the pilgrim on the journey of faith.  He is directed by God to leave his home-
land and relatives to go in search of spiritual truth.  Without hesitation he sets out, neither knowing the destination nor 
yet understanding the purpose of the long and difficult journey.  Israel relives this journey after the Exodus as it becomes a 
nation of wanderers, strangers in strange lands.  
 

The Gospel of the first Sunday of Lent brings the Christian church back to the sojourn of Jesus in desert for forty days and 
forty nights, where he relives Israel’s journey of faith. We hear Matthew’s account this year. All three evangelists tell us 
that Jesus was led to that wilderness by the activity of the Holy Spirit of God. He goes into that area that is beyond the 
limits of civilization, not to stay there, but to commune with the Father and there to learn the mission he is to undertake 
for the salvation of the human family.   After 40 days, exhausted and vulnerable from fasting, Jesus is tempted by the Sa-
tan.  First with respect to satisfying the hunger for food, then the desire for power and glory, and finally the desire to be 
proven correct, to be vindicated in the sight of one’s opponents.  In successfully negotiating these trials in the wilderness, 
which Israel had failed, the newly baptized Son of God shows himself also to be the faithful obedient Servant of God.  This 
Son will accomplish the mission for which God has anointed him only in accord with the will of the Father.  This mission to 
save all humanity is accomplished not by triumphant self-assertion, not by the exercise of power and authority, but by the 
way of humility, service and suffering.  In fulfilling his commission by obedience to the will of the Father, Jesus demon-
strates the great commandment of the law expressed in Deuteronomy: God must be loved above all else. 
 

On this first Sunday of this Lenten season, we too are reminded that we are travelers, pilgrims, strangers in a strange land. 
The call of Jesus to discipleship– ”come follow me”–is a call to begin the journey with him to Jerusalem. The disciples are 
formed in their identity and mission on the way. And until disciples of Jesus were called “Christian,” about the year 50, 
they were know as “people of the way.” We are reminded once again that this world is not our true home.  We are only 
passing through. Our hearts are to be set on our true native land, our only lasting home, the Land of Promise.  
 

Our 40 day period of Lent every year is supposed to focus our attention on our journey of discipleship, one that reflects 
the journey of Abraham, of Israel, of the Lord himself, of those first disciples. Journey’s beginning was our baptism, a be-
ginning that set us out along a very different path.  Along the way we too are nourished by the power of God that sur-
rounds us still.  Here in this place we are nourished by the bread of angels.  Here with fellow travelers we hear again and 
again the promise of ultimate victory at journey’s end. 
 

A pilgrimage is a journey to a holy place.  It requires separation from one place and movement to another place, the goal 
of the journey.  The Lenten pilgrimage is a journey to a specific holy place, to the cross of Jesus and to the empty tomb, to 
this death and through his death to the resurrection and to the glory of the Kingdom.  While it is a spiritual pilgrimage 
made in the heart and mind, it is not merely an interior journey.  We will journey to this holy place in ritual, in prayer, in 
song, through Scripture and in the Spirit. We will journey to Jerusalem to be present at that Last Supper, to stand at the 
foot of the cross, and to wait in expectation and joy at the tomb for dawn of an eternal Easter.  This journey is repeated 
week after week and year after year, but it is to be ever a new experience as we discover the depths of the mystery of life 
within God. 
 

Our Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving help us to leave those places in our lives where we are not living 
our Christian journey.  One of the great purposes of Lent is to provide us with that period of testing, and purification and 
preparation, as God did for Israel of old. Here in the wilderness of Lent, Jesus begins again within us the work of reconcili-
ation and restoration as we prepare to follow him in his journey home to the Father. That journey is a great adventure 
into the mind and heart of God that never ends. Come, together, let us begin anew.  ~In Christ,  
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Discernment of Parish Leadership 
During this season of Lent, we are asking the question ‘How can we participate as active members in our parish 
community?”  How can we invite and call others to join in the work of our parish ministries?  Through your work 
in our parish ministries, you have responded to your baptismal call to be an active member of your Christian 
community – we invite you to take the next step to share your gifts of vision and leadership with our parish  
community by prayerfully considering a role on one of our nine Ministry Area Councils. 

St. Odilia is blessed with many parishioners willing to share their diverse gifts as members of our Ministry Area 
Councils.  Looking to Christ, the ultimate Servant, we are both challenged and humbled at his call to be of service 
in response to the gifts that we have been given.  Participation in the leadership structure of our parish with 90+ 
others is at once an inspiration and a blessing.  

 

Each MAC is responsible for defining  
the vision of the parish ministry 
represented by the council.  
A representative from each of the  
Ministry Area Councils (MAC) is  
selected to serve on the Parish 
Leadership Council (PLC). 

 

The PLC provides leadership and 
vision for the parish and serves as 
the architect and steward of the  
parish mission.  Members work  
closely with the staff and councils 
to develop, implement and achieve 
the parish mission.   

 

 At the heart of the structure is the process of collaboration between and among the Ministry Area Councils 
and the PLC.  This process is supported by the design and intentionality of the monthly meeting format that 
incorporates both prayer and the sharing of a simple meal prior to the council meetings. 

 An important part of the structure is the calling forth of new leaders to serve on the councils.  The intent is 
to encourage and welcome new participation through a process of nomination and discernment. 

 

Our leadership structure enables over 90 people to be in leadership positions at any given time.  The mechanism 
of term limits has about one-third turnover each year.  With this planned rotation of council members, there are 
typically 30 positions open each year.  In gratitude for the gifts you have been given, consider servant leadership 
as a St. Odilia council member. 

Approximately 30 parishioners are needed to fill the open membership positions on the Ministry Area Councils 
and the Parish Leadership Council (PLC) at-large member. The process for nomination and discernment involves 
four steps: 

Nomination and Discernment Process 
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 Nomination—“The Calling Forth of Gifts” 

You are invited to submit names of parishioners, including yourself, whom you feel would serve our 
community as a council member. Extra nomination forms are available in the parish office or church 
foyer or on our website at www.stodilia.org. 

 Informational Sessions 

An Information meeting about the Councils is scheduled for Sunday, April 26, 2020, at 10:15 a.m.  
in the Parish Conference Room.  At that time, more specific details about the councils, member  
job descriptions, training, etc. will be provided. 

 Personal Prayer 

Becoming involved in a leadership position calls for spiritual discernment, a process which requires  
quiet personal reflection.  Allow yourself opportunities to prayerfully reflect on your personal gifts  
and how the Spirit of God is calling you to use those gifts.  All parishioners are invited to pray  
for those who will participate in the Evening of Discernment on May 19, 2020. 

 Discernment Evening 

Those parishioners who have been nominated and who are willing to serve are invited to participate in 
our Evening of Discernment on May 19, 2020 which begins with a shared meal  in the Courtyard at 6:00 
p.m.  A general gathering for prayer in church will follow at 6:30 p.m.  Nominees will then be sent forth 
to the council meeting rooms for discussion and discernment with the ministry area council members.  

Would you like to learn more? 

Information Session - Sunday, April 26, 2020 

10:15 – 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Conference Room  -  Refreshments will be provided 

We will be hosting an Information Session on Sunday, April 26, 2020 from 10:15 – 10:45 in the parish conference 

room.  You are invited to stop by to learn more about each council and the impact that you can have in our com-

munity as a council member.   

St. Odilia Parish—Servant Leadership 

Declaration of Interest/Nomination Form 

 

Parishioner Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:  _____________________________________ Email: ____________________________ 

Area of Interest:  (please indicate your primary area of interest) 

____Facilities Council   ____School Advisory Council   ____Faith Formation Council 

____Social Justice Council  ____Finance Council   ____Stewardship Council 

____Hispanic Leadership Council ____Worship/Community Life Council  ____Pastoral Care Council 
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Parish Leadership Planning 
Sharing Your Gifts of Vision and Leadership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Leadership Council and Staff Leadership 

St. Odilia is blessed with dedicated parishioners who willing share their gifts and talents in many ministry areas.  Our 

parish leadership council model with its nine ministry area councils all represented within our Parish Leadership Coun-

cil (PLC) creates a structure that allows for greater participation and development of a more informed leadership team.  

The principle of solidarity is at work in this structure as all of our individual ministry area councils must act in a coordi-

nated way for the common good of our parish community.  Yet, the principle of subsidiarity is also important in our 

council structure as we recognize that members of our individual ministry area councils are more closely engaged in a 

particular ministry area and can provide insight and guidance as we plan for the future. 
 

Both of these principles of Catholic Social Teaching were evident in the recent PLC planning session that was held on 

Saturday, February 1, 2020.  Led by facilitator, June Klaphake, members of the PLC paused to reflect on 60 years of suc-

cessful parish ministry and began the process to define a practical vision for the next 3 to 5 years.  Each council mem-

ber was asked to reflect on the accomplishments of their ministry area and to highlight those accomplishments that 

were most exciting and rewarding. 

 Accomplishments included: 

 increased inclusivity in parish ministries and council leadership,  
        particularly the inclusion of members of our Latino community in each of 
        our ministry area councils.   
 Facility expansion and careful maintenance of our facilities 
 Intentional focus on prayer, participation and generosity  
 Growth in our Latino community in both worship and formation 
 Becoming a dementia friendly parish 
 Addressing the abuse crisis and victim/survivor perspective through  
        restorative justice 
 Continued growth in Preschool and School enrollment with increased  
        excellence in academic, social and emotional learning. 

 

Our planning work will continue over the next year. We invite you to share your gifts of vison and leadership as a  

member of one of our nine ministry area councils as we nominate and discern new members in May.  
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Stewardship of Lent 
Written by the Stewardship Council 

 
 

Lent is the favorable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living 
in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbor.  - Pope Francis 

 

 

What does it mean to renew our encounter with Christ?  
It may be different for each of us.  
 
 

Becoming a Community of Encounter – how can we respond to Pope Francis’ call to ‘create a culture of encounter’,  

described as  “reaching out, fostering dialogue and friendship even outside the usual circles, and making a special point 

of encountering people who are neglected and ignored by the wider world.” How can we recognize our baptismal call to 

be an active member of our Christian community?  How can we call others? 
 

 Through prayer we encounter Christ in our lives and in every member of humanity.  

 Through fasting we encounter the obstacles that keep us from loving God and our neighbor.  

 Through almsgiving we encounter God’s love and share it with our brothers and sisters in need.  
 

God calls us individually to share our unique gifts. Our stewardship is an evolving journey. As we reflect on our baptismal 

promise we ask – how do I make stewardship a way of life for me, my family, my parish, my community?  
 

As we experience Lent this may be a new way to strengthen our relationship with God and our neighbor.  

 Prayer – ‘our time’ spent with God in prayer and worship; time to learn about our faith, time to  

participate in the sacrament of reconciliation, time in prayer individually or collectively at Mass. During Lent 

we have Stations of the Cross, Lenten reflections and quiet time to listen intently to God’s call.  

 Participation – use of our gifts in service of our faith community and community at large.  Also, focus on 

sharing the gift of yourself with others. There are many opportunities to participate in one of the many min-

istries the parish offers.  

 Generosity – use of our material wealth in support of our ministry and sharing our material goods with  

others. Experiencing the sacrifice of going without a meal or eating a lighter meal so our brothers and sisters 

in need can have a meal.  
 

A meaningful way to commit to your Lenten journey may be to find an opportunity TO DO SOMETHING for Lent 

instead of just “giving up” something.  
 

Stewardship at St. Odilia continues to be refined as we embrace this as a parish. Join us on the Lenten journey as you 

take time to pray, participate, and be generous as good stewards of our God-given gifts.  It all begins with listening to 

what God is calling you to do.  
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March 23 & 24, 2020 

Conversations for Discipleship:  From Encounter to Sharing Your Faith 

Presented by Andre Regnier, Founder of Catholic Christian Outreach 

 
What is the key to an active and engaged Church, brimming with Catholics committed to their faith?  

 Nationally-renowned speaker Andre Regnier suggests that a rediscovery of Catholic missionary identity is essential in  

order for the Church to experience renewal.  The unfortunate exodus from the Church is due in part, he argues, to an 

identity crisis:  many practicing Catholics do not understand what it means to live their faith, and therefore fail to engage 

the uncommitted or attract new members into the Church.  Catholics are called not simply to attend Mass, but to also 

reach out to others with the good news of the gospel.  Andre will help us explore how changing our thinking about what it 

means to be Catholic, and embracing our missionary identity, we will experience true renewal in our own faith life and in 

our parish communities 

Join us for this back-to-back workshop as Andre Regnier leads us in an encounter with Christ through a clear proclamation 

of the Gospel message and provides us with an opportunity to respond to that message and share it with others. 

 6:30 p.m. – Doors open – join our Music Ministry team for a time of praise and worship 

 7:00 - Presentation 

 Monday: Encounter 

 Tuesday:  Sharing Your Faith 

 8:30 – Fellowship and Refreshments in the Courtyard 

 

  About Our Presenter: 

Andre Regnier is co-founder of Catholic Christian Outreach (COO) with his wife  

Angele, a movement that has been engaged in university evangelization and 

discipleship for over three decades in Canada and abroad.  In 1982, Andre  

discovered that while he was “choosing” to go to Sunday Mass, God was in search 

of him.  His experience of the presence of the Holy Spirit and the life of Christ 

changed his heart and his life forever as he personally encountered the living God.  His desire for Christian fellowship 

while at university, became the inspiration to start COO.  In 2015 Andre and Angele were awarded the Pro Ecclesia et 

Pontifice Medal for distinguished service to the Church.  This is the highest medal that can be awarded to laity by the 

Pope.  His desire is to draw people to a deeper conversion to the person of Jesus Christ and to be a catalyst to embrace 

the Church’s evangelical mission.  Andre and Angele live in Ottawa, Canada and have five children and four grandchildren. 

 

No fee for attending; your freewill offering is appreciated. 

St. Odilia Parish Lenten Mission 
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The parish community created an Endowment Fund Advisory Committee to oversee the growth and use of the fund. “Long-
term successful endowments have lay leaders that champion the efforts,” says Chris Nelson, vice president of development 
and donor engagement at the Catholic Community Foundation of Minnesota (CCF). Sharon Hicks, one of the committees 
founding members states, “We’ve been very fortunate to have pastors who’ve been very supportive of our efforts.”  
 

Fundraising with heart 
Parish Administrator Jeanne Schaaf says Roger Toogood played a major role in growing the endowment. He was no 
stranger to fundraising — and he knew that nobody gave to the unknown. “I knew there needed to be a heart connection,” 
says Roger. “We needed to start by finding out what each potential donor loved about St. Odilia — and, show them how 
their support could help.” St. Odilia also allows Endowment Fund donors to designate specific ministry areas they would 
like their donations to support. “That’s another way of making that heart connection,” says Roger.  
 

In 1995, management of the endowment fund transferred to the recently established Catholic Community Foundation. The 
change not only increased the speed at which the parish’s funds grew, it also minimized the bookkeeping responsibilities of 
an endowment with multiple sub-funds. “We appreciated how CCF’s faith-consistent stewardship matched our parish’s 
heart too,” says Jeanne. 
 

Their faith and hard work were rewarded 
The community’s commitment to and excitement about the endowment made a favorable impression on Fr. Phillip Rask 
when he came to St. Odilia in 2007, “I was pleased and surprised by how creatively and collaboratively endowment funds 
were being used.” Sharon believes St. Odilia has been so successful because community members share a genuine passion 
for their faith and their parish. “We want to ensure that this faith community we know and love will continue to thrive long 
into the future so that others who follow in our footsteps will be nurtured and blessed as we have been.” 
 

Today, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and the recently established St. Odilia School Endowment Fund have a combined 
value of more than $2.6 million. Since 2005, more than $936,000 of total distributions have funded projects that met a  
parish ministry need — but were not covered in the annual budget. If you would like more information on becoming a  
St. Odilia Endowment benefactor, please contact Development Coordinator, Ramona Michaels at 651-415-3350 or email 
michaels@stodilia.org. 

 
This article is an  
excerpt from the 

Catholic Community 
Foundation of  

Minnesota, 2019  
Annual Report,  
highlighting the  

St. Odilia  
Endowment Funds 

St. Odilia Endowment Funds 
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2020 St. Odilia Parish Directory 
SIGN UP FOR YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY DATE TODAY! 

Grateful Today, Planning for Tomorrow 
SAVE THE DATE - MAY 16, 2020 

The St. Odilia Endowment Funds Advisory Committee invites you to a free event on Saturday morning, May 16, in the  

St. Odilia Courtyard! This fun event brings together donors, benefactors, and new friends for a morning of information, 

inspiration, and a chance to learn more about St. Odilia Endowment Funds, Impact Investing, and how both benefit St. 

Odilia Parish and the broader community.  

What will I learn? 
 You will gain perspective on the 2020 economic outlook. 
 How contributions are invested in alignment with Catholic values. 
 How St. Odilia Endowment Funds provide annual support and opportunity to parish and school ministries. 
 How impact investments are designed to generate a beneficial social and/or environmental impact while 

seeking to realize a financial return 
 

Watch the bulletin for more details or call us at 651 415-3350 to be placed on our Guest List. 
We’d love to see you there!  

What to expect: 
Your photographer will have a variety of ideas for 
your session. Once photography is complete, your 
photographer will show you your images and an 
assortment of products we offer. Plan on 60 
minutes for your session. 
 
You will receive: 

 One FREE 8X10 standard print 
 Free printed church directory 

Photography Dates: 
April 30 — May 2 
May 12 — May 16 
May 26 — May 30 
June 9 — June 13 
June 16 — June 20 
July 14 — July 18 
 

Reserve your photography session 
 Visit sign-up tables after Mass (watch 

the bulletin and e-News for dates) 



 10  

 

St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends, 

Whether it's been many years or a few, we want you to stay connected to our communi-
ty! Stay up to date with news, events and opportunities for alumni and friends of St. 
Odilia School by updating your information with St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends. To 
register online visit https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in 
the menu.  Contact cards can also be found in the school office and the church entryway 
kiosks.      

   Don’t forget to LIKE US on Facebook! 

St. Odilia Preschool marks its 10th year Anniversary! 

The year 2020 marks ten years of early 
childhood education at St. Odilia  
Preschool. Though the program has grown 
and grown the philosophies of play-based 
education has remained the fundamental 
philosophy.  
Children learn best through self-direct 
play: play dough, building blocks, dramatic 
play, dressing up, experiments, sandbox 
explorations, open-ended art experiences, 
nature encounters and more.  
This includes ten summers of play and  
adventures too. St. Odilia Preschool is 
happy to celebrate and congratulate the 
inaugural class of preschool students 
graduating from St. Odilia School.  
Cheers to the adventures of the  
next ten years! 

St. Odilia School and Preschool 

 

Sponsorships Available 

The Bloom Committee is seeking sponsorships 
for this year’s Gala.  

If you or your company would be interested in 
sponsoring a portion of the event, there are 

many opportunities 
to promote your business through our various 

sponsorship levels. Please send an email to 
bloom@stodilia.org 

www.bloom-gala.com 

https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 

St. Odilia Scholastic Book Fair 

It’s a Jungle Out There! 
Coming to the Courtyard this spring. 

 
A percentage of every sale benefits the school library. 

 
 Thursday, March 26:  11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 Friday, March 27:  9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday, March 29:  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 Monday, March 30:  9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Set-up an e-wallet account or visit our online fair at  
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stodiliaschool1. 

 

Camp KNIGHT WATCH 

Register today to reserve your spot for your child in the Camp Knight Watch  
program. After registering, you will be sent a form that will allow you to choose 

the specific days and weeks that your child will attend. 

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stodiliaschool1
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Camp Invention at St. Odilia 

Collaborate—Hands on STEM—Design 
 

   Dates & Time:  June 22-26, 2020 from 9:00am – 3:30pm 
   Who:    Children entering grades K-6 
   Questions:  Contact Kay Hannon at hannon@stodilia.org 
 

REGISTER at www.invent.org/camp or 1-800-968-4332 
  Price:  $240 (before discount) 
  $25 off, register by 3/31/20 using the promo code ELEVATE25 
  $15 off, register from 4/01/20 – 5/12/20 using promo code ELEVATE15 
  $25 off per sibling when you register 2 or more siblings using the promo code SIBLOVE25 

mailto:hannon@stodilia.org
http://www.invent.org/camp%20or%201-800-968-4332
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Vacation Bible School at St. Odilia 

Register now for Vacation Bible School July 27-31, 2020 

9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...where Jesus’ power pulls us through! 
 

Join us as you make new friends, see amazing experiments, play creative games, have surprising adventures 
and, of course, sing incredible music.  It's the event of the summer...you won't want to miss it!  

 

 WHEN: July 27 - 31, 2020 from 9:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  
 WHO: Children 4 years old - children entering 5th grade 
 COST: $50 - includes a music CD or download, a VBS t-shirt, and a set of Bible Buddies; $150 max per family 
 READY TO JOIN US? Register on the St. Odilia website www.stodilia.org under the Faith Formation home page. 

    VBS—Leaders 
All 6-12th graders can be leaders for the huge summer extravaganza, Vacation  
Bible School! Every summer, hundreds of children come to learn about their faith 
and have fun. We need a lot of middle and high schoolers to help lead them - 
so consider applying today to be on the team! It's a great leadership opportunity, 
gets you some time outside, and you can make a difference in a child's life! 
 Date/Time: July 27-31 (Mon. - Fri.), 9:00 a.m.- 12:15 p.m. + awesome  

opportunities for leaders in the afternoon (see VBS After Hours below)! 
 Location: St. Odilia Courtyard 
 To Register: Registration for VBS (both participants and leaders) is available 

 on the St. Odilia website under ‘Faith Formation’,  www.stodilia.org  

VBS After Hours 
VBS After Hours is an exciting program for middle school and high school teens, and it takes place directly after the 
morning part of VBS! After Hours is a complement to the existing VBS experience - but instead of the teens leading a 
younger grade, VBS After Hours is designed directly for the middle school and high schoolers. We focus each day on two 
main goals: having as much crazy, memorable fun as possible, and developing the next generation of Christian Leaders!  
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Youth Faith Formation 

If you are ready to ignite your Catholic 
faith, personally experience the power and 
presence of our great God, and discover 
the mission and purpose for which you are 
created, then D-Week is for you! 
D-Week will inspire, equip, and challenge 
you to live the life you are created for … 
that dynamic, Spirit-filled Catholic life as a 
young apostle. Be prepared for your faith 
to come alive and set ablaze through  

encounters with Jesus in Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and Reconciliation. A faith-filled, energized team of NET team 
members, along with other outstanding leaders, musicians, and speakers lead D-Week. This amazing team will lead  
dynamic sessions which include worship, relevant talks, free time, small group time, fun activities, and so much more. 
 D-Week is purposely designed for a limited number of participants so that you can easily meet new people, get your 
questions answered, and deepen your faith. 

Discipleship Week | 2020 

Family Service Night at St. Odilia 

Why is Family Service Night so important? 
 

Parents hope their children will be kind,  
compassionate and caring as adults, but only 
20% of children tell us that they feel this is a 
priority in their family! Research makes it clear 
that our capacity for empathy can be taught if 
children are involved in experiences focused 
on the common good. 
Family Service Night provides an opportunity 
for parents and their children to gather  
together to learn about various organizations 
and the people they serve. Everyone rolls up 
his/her sleeves and get involved in projects 
that will directly help those in need. 
On January 22, 2020, St. Odilia families learned about and served: 
 * Meals on Wheels and decorated lunch bags and placemats  
 * The Sandwich Project and made 400 sandwiches for the homeless 
 * Cards for Hospitalized Kids and made cards for sick children 
 * Bundles of Love and cut out pieces for sleeping sacks for infants in need. 
 * People Serving People and packed 1000 baby wipes for diaper changes  
     at a shelter. 
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How are you being Formed? 

Who and what are influencing your life? We are called to be Disciples of Jesus Christ and are on 

a lifelong journey. Some things, people and experiences are almost beyond our control. We  

experience hundreds of things and people daily. So, how are you forming and allowing yourself 

to be formed? We are not alone! There are a variety of resources and people available to us. One streaming resource in 

which our parish participates is entitled “Formed,” produced by Augustine Institute in Denver. With over 4,000 Catholic 

videos, Ebooks, talks, and study programs, FORMED is one of the largest Catholic digital platforms for parishes, in both 

English and Spanish. St. Odilia pays a yearly subscription fee which allows any parishioner or staff member to access its 

various resources either at home, on the go, or while on our church campus; you simply need an internet connection. A 

number of our formation programs (RCIA, Family Faith, catechist, school, parents) use it already.  

In order to use this resource, simply go to stodilia.formed.org. You will be asked to use an email address and create a 

password. Then, off you go! Audio books, videos, movies, and study groups can be streamed onto your device or via Roku, 

Android, Apple TV, and others. Topics included prayer, theology, church history, Mary, saints, sacramental preparation, 

scripture, parenting and sharing the faith. There are resources for people of all ages, interests, and needs. 

Lent is here. Let’s step back and find ways to Form our Faith and be more deliberate Disciples. Use it any time of day or 

night. Let yourself be Formed by Christ! 

During the weekend of Feb. 7-9, a number of our Confirmation candidates attended a retreat hosted by NET Ministries in 

West St. Paul.  The retreat is part of their preparation process to receive the sacrament in June.  The NET retreats offer the 

opportunity for Adoration, Reconciliation, and Sunday Mass, as well as large group talks/presentations, small group  

discussions, games, skits, and more.  Please keep our Confirmation candidates in your prayers as they continue to deepen 

their relationship with God and grow in their Catholic faith. 

Faith Formation 

Confirmation 
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St. Odilia Musical Ministry—Service Project 
The St. Odilia Musical Ministry assembled 21 backpacks with personal essentials, books, blankets, stuffed animals, and 
clothing for children in Minnesota foster care.  All of these placement bags were filled by the loving and caring hands of 
those participating in this year’s parish musical, “ANNE of GREEN GABLES”.  Each placement bag was then sealed with a 
personalized gift tag and donated to a local organization called Foster the Love MN.  In partnership with Hennepin 
County Child Protection, Foster the Love MN helps provide joy and care to kids who are quickly removed from their 
homes without the luxury of packing any belongings to take with them. What a privilege to be able to help change lives 
through community service, theater and song! 

Children’s Choir 
St. Odilia invites children in grades 2-6 to participate in singing the special music of the Easter Season.  

Rehearsal Time: 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. on the following Thursdays in the worship space:  
February 27, March 5, 26, April 2, 16, 23, 30 and May 7.  

We will sing at Mass on April 19 at 9:00 a.m. and May 10 at 11:00 a.m. 

St. Odilia Music Ministry 

6:00 p.m. Choir and Music Group 
Every Sunday evening during the school year, a small group of teens and young adults come together to sing and play  
music at the 6:00 p.m. Mass here at St. Odilia. The music is uplifting and full of passion for God and is both contemporary 
and traditional with somewhat of a rock and roll flavor!   The group consists of guitar, piano, keyboards, violin, bass and 
drums and about 10-12 singers.  Members vary from middle and high school teens to college age and young adults. The 

group rehearses for about an hour before each Mass, 
so the time commitment is pretty easy and the youth 
love to sleep in on Sundays and come to church full of 
energy in the evenings!  The group is always looking 
for more voices and musicians so if you are looking for 
an opportunity to participate in a fun and meaningful 
ministry at St. Odilia, you can call or text John Dyer at 
641 262-9225 or e-mail at johnjgdyer@yahoo.com.   
If you’re looking for Sunday worship that’s fresh and 
exciting, come and check out the 6:00 p.m. Mass and 
get ready to be inspired! 

mailto:johnjgdyer@yahoo.com
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 Reconciliation 
 

Communal Service with Private Confessions 
Wednesday, March 11 – 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, March 30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Private Confessions (no communal service) 
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 11 
Saturday April 4 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00p.m. 
 
Stations of the Cross (in the Chapel) 

March 6 12 noon* and 5:30 p.m.*  

March 13 12 noon and 5:30 p.m.  

March 20 12 noon and 5:30 p.m. 

March 27 12 noon and 5:30 p.m.  

April 3  12 noon* (no 5:30 p.m.) 

*stations will be in the church due to First Friday Adoration in the chapel 

Taize Prayer April 3 — 7:00 p.m. in the Church 

 Holy Week and Easter Liturgy Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 4/5 Masses 
5:00 p.m. Saturday  
7:30 a.m. Sunday 
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m. in Spanish 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations 
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
7:30 a.m. – Mass 
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
11:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
12:45 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church) 
 (NO 6 p.m. Mass) 

LENT, HOLY WEEK and EASTER 2020 Worship Schedule 
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Dementia/Alzheimer’s/Memory Loss Affecting Parishioners 

Did you know that St. Odilia Parish likely has a large number of parishioners personally touched by Dementia/Alzheimer’s/

Memory Loss (D/ML)?  While we do not know who these individuals are, or even exactly how many there are, we can draw 

estimates of the number using information available from the Alzheimer’s Association.  Their research indicates that 10% of 

people over age 65 and one third of those over age 85 gets Alzheimer’s or other dementias.  As of January, 2020, St. Odilia 

had 2,830 parishioners age 60+ including 1,885 age 65+ and 223 age 85+. Therefore, it is likely that 262 parishioners have 

Alzheimer’s.  If 66% of these live at home, then 173 people need the help of caregivers.  If each of these has only one care-

giver (probably more) then conservatively a total of 435 parishioners are directly affected by Alzheimer’s.  With a worship 

space that comfortably seats about 800 people, we can say we can fill approximately half of the pews in church with people 

of St. Odilia’s who have Alzheimer’s and their caregivers, as illustrated below.   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Fr. Rask pointed out in his Winter Messenger article, the parish is embracing the idea of becoming a Dementia Friendly 

Congregation.  He provided an excellent working definition – “Such a parish accepts and values people regardless of  

cognitive abilities and offers opportunities for both spiritual and pastoral support so those with impairment can enjoy 

being a part of a worshiping community.”   

Our parish mission statement reads in part, “welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ 

through: worship…”  Our parish leadership recognizes the need to respond to the unique circumstances relevant to this 

segment of our community.  With the support of leadership, the Pastoral Care Council (PCC) is striving to identify and 

implement ways to make St. Odilia a Dementia Friendly Congregation.  This endeavor is not so much a project as it is a  

journey.  There is no end – our efforts must be continuous.   

Presently, parishioners Michael Bronk and Becky and Tom Hayes, are working with Deacon Jim, with oversight from the 

PCC, to communicate this effort. The team is open to suggestions you may have on this undertaking and welcome your  

comments or questions.  You may also contact any member of the PCC. 

What has been done thus far? 

Two presentations on the subject were hosted during the first quarter of 2019.  The first of these in January provided  

details about D/ML, its symptoms, interventions and ways to engage with those with dementia.  The second presentation 

in March delved into changes to the brain caused by dementia and promoting mental fitness.  In October, we hosted a 

presentation on becoming a Dementia Friendly Faith Community.  This background information, together with other 

research materials and advice, has provided guidance toward recognizing what we might do in our endeavor.         

Parishioners directly affected by dementia 

Pastoral Care 



 19  

 

After exploring the resources available through Lyngblomsten and with the help of a grant from the Endowment Fund, 

the parish became a supporting member of the North Central Consortium of The Gathering which is operated & managed 

by Lyngblomsten Services, Inc.  This consortium is a partnership with more than 20 churches throughout the area. The 

Gathering is a weekly program which provides brain-stimulating activities for those with memory loss and gives a day of 

respite to their caregivers, who also receive support and resources from the program.  This relationship provides benefits 

to members of St. Odilia such as, informational resources, training, preferential access to respite care and advice on  

ministering to those with D/ML.  This relationship also includes an invitation to our parishioners to become volunteers at 

The Gathering (a day of renewal for those experiencing early to mid-stage memory loss staffed by specially trained  

volunteers). 

Recognizing the need to minister differently to persons with D/ML, special Masses/Catholic communion services were 

celebrated August 8, November 7, and February 6 to “speak to” this audience.  All of these were followed by hospitality 

and social interaction in the Courtyard.   

Several books and videos on the subject were procured and a section of the parish courtyard library was set aside for  

literature on “Dementia Resources”.  These resources will continue to grow with related material as it is acquired.  All 

items are available for parishioners to check out. 

We are also identifying other community resources.  This will serve to facilitate finding available information & services 

relating to D/ML.  This material can be found in the brochure racks at the main church entrance. 

We are in the process of establishing a direct link from the parish website to resources available at the City of Roseville 

website: https://www.cityofroseville.com/2721/Alzheimers-Dementia. 

As mentioned at the outset, we would like to reach this constituency.  This is a difficult task when we don’t know who 

these individuals are.  You can help us respond spiritually to this segment of our parish - if you are a caregiver or know 

someone with D/ML, please contact Deacon Jim at (652) 415-3354.  As soon as we know of a caregiver or care recipient, 

we will contact him/her to see how our parish can be of assistance. 

What more are we doing in the short term? 

We will work on identifying volunteers to assist at The Gathering, arrange periodic special Masses and/or communion  

services, promote training from professionals at Lyngblomsten, continue to advocate for and educate our parish  

community regarding the impact of memory loss & dementia and endeavor to reach those in our parish community 

affected by this condition.  We will also coordinate volunteers to escort D/ML parishioners who want to attend our senior 

luncheon, Sarah’s Table.  If you are aware of someone who would be interested in this, please call Deacon Jim at  

651-415-3354. 

A blessing for the stole and the one who 

wears it was said as these beautiful  

Alzheimer’s stoles were presented to 

 Fr. Rask and Deacon Jim by  parishioners  

Tom  & Becky Hayes and Michael Bronk. 

The stoles were made by Lynda Everman, 

Founding Member, ClergyAgainstAlzheimer’s. 

For more information about this topic,  

see the “Dementia Friendly Congregation” 

link on the St. Odilia website under  

Pastoral Care. 
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Pastoral Care 

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, the Sp.R.Ed. volunteers and I get to witness the joyful expression of 
faith that the Sp.R.Ed. participants show in such a simple yet profound way. If you’re looking to find how to love the Lord, 
just spend a little time with these amazing men and women. They love our Lord with great joy, energy, simplicity, and 
complete trust. The time that I spend with the Sp.R.Ed. participants always seems to go by way too fast. God has blessed 
me with the opportunity to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program, and I am grateful each day for the powerful witness of faith 
that the participants show to me. All Special Needs adults are welcome to join our program. 
We are in need of some new volunteers! If you are interested in joining us in this rewarding ministry, e-mail me at 
 heyer@stodilia.org for more information. You can also call me at 651-415-3351.  

~Jon Heyer, 
 Special Religious Education (Sp.R.Ed.) Coordinator 

LIVING WITH CANCER AND OTHER CHRONIC DISEASES 
 
On Thursday April 2, the Pastoral Care Council will sponsor a presentation on Living with Chronic Diseases.  The guest 
speaker will be Chaplain Brian Brooks who will explore the spiritual aspects of dealing with, accepting and finding comfort 
in the journey through illness.  The presentation runs from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Courtyard. 
 
Brian has attended Evangel University in Springfield, MO and Bethel Seminary in St. Paul.  He completed his chaplain  
residency at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester and is ordained in the Assemblies of God.  For the past two years he has been  
the staff chaplain at St Francis Regional Medical Center in Shakopee and prior to this was the lead chaplain at Children’s  
for twenty-two years. 
 
Chaplain Brooks speaks about living with chronic diseases, the spiritual stress arising from these illnesses and the  
adherence to treatment.  He explains how the Body of Christ responds to chronic illness through presence, listening,  
prayer, acts of compassion and inclusion.  This is a must see event for those with diabetes, heart ailments, COPD, asthma, 
cancer, Alzheimer’s and other serious illnesses.  There is no admission fee, no registration required and is open to  
everyone. 

Special Religious Education (Sp.R.Ed.) 

Our Epiphany Procession—2019 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Forums Increase Solidarity with Latino Immigrant Parishioners 
 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis visited St. Odilia on October 27, 2019, to  

celebrate the 11:00 a.m. Mass and lead a Forum before the Mass with two Latino friends.  One was a Mexican woman 

who has raised her three children in the United States and helped them get an education.  She told the story of how her  

children were able to qualify for DACA (Deferred Action for Children’s of Aliens) and so were able to graduate from col-

lege. The other was a young man in his early 20’s who was himself a recipient of DACA.  He talked about his participa-

tion in his parish and his efforts to give leadership to other youth to become more active in their faith community. 

 

Bishop Cozzens told his personal story about getting to know Mexican immigrants as pastor of a church in southern  

Minnesota. He came to recognize that their motivation for being in the United States was to work to support their  

families, both in Minnesota and in Mexico. He saw the same hopes in them that motivate parents in the United States – 

to give their children the opportunity for a better future. And he saw that actively practicing their Catholic faith was an 

important part of their lives.       

 

Bishop Cozzens echoed the message he wrote in the March 23, 2017, Catholic Spirit, “Deporting law-abiding, family-

raising U.S. residents is not justice. It certainly will not lower crime rates if there are children without their parents  

present to raise them. Fixing our immigration system needs to be done comprehensively, beyond enforcement. It 

should be done based on our country’s founding principles: keeping families together and providing opportunity for 

those who have proven to be good citizens.” 

 

A group of St. Odilia parishioners who attended the October 27 Forum together with the Social Justice Council decided 

to sponsor another event, a Forum on Immigrant Families to raise awareness about the large Latino community that 

worships at our parish and the situations they are facing. This Forum took place on Sunday, January 12, 2020, and had a 

bilingual format, with members of both the main community of St. Odilia and the Latino community participating. The 

audience of about 60 persons was also composed of members of both communities.  

 

Information was given at the January 12 Forum about an assembly of 160 Catholics from 21 different parishes in the 

Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis which took place November 9 to give support to immigrants. A summary of 

Catholic Social Teaching was provided at the January 12 Forum to parishioners, as well as statements of Pope Francis 

and of our United States Conference of Catholic Bishops regarding a long standing teaching of the Church that we must  

welcome immigrants. Four members of the Latino community at St. Odilia gave testimonies of their personal experienc-

es with the United States immigration system, several having been arrested and detained by ICE (Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement).  

 

A follow-up panel on “Protecting the Rights of Immigrants” was held on Sunday, March 1 in the Courtyard. The panel 

included Mirella Ceja Orozco, an Immigration lawyer from Ojala-Barbour Law Firm, Francisco Javier Ortiz, President MN 

Chapter of the National Latino Police Officer Association, as well as a member of the community who has received 

DACA.  

 

Social Justice 
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A MODERN HANDMAID’S TALE: 
The Ethics of Surrogacy, Egg Donation and Beyond 

 
On February 4, the Respect Life committee 

sponsored speaker Jennifer Lahl, founder  

and president of the Center for  

Bioethics and Culture.  Please see the website 

for additional information:  

http://www.cbc-network.org  This event was 

made possible with support from St. Odilia 

endowment fund, Minnesota Catholic  

Conference and Human Life Alliance.   
 

Ms. Lahl is a well-known and respected  

speaker on the topic of surrogacy and third 

party assisted reproduction.  Her writings have appeared in various publications including Cambridge University Press, 

the San Francisco Chronicle, the Dallas Morning News, and the American Journal of Bioethics. She serves on the North 

American Editorial Board for Ethics and Medicine. 
 

She is routinely interviewed on radio and television. Her expertise is sought by lawmakers and members of the  

scientific community. Notably, she was invited to speak to members of the European Parliament in Brussels to  

address issues of egg trafficking, as well as three addresses to the United Nations during the meeting of Commission on the 

Status of Women on egg and womb trafficking. 
 

The event was well-attended. Ms. Lahl addressed the legal and ethical issues surrounding egg donation, sperm donation 

and commercial surrogacy. If you missed the presentation, you can learn more by watching these films: 

 Eggsloitation which was awarded Best Documentary by the California Independent Film Festival and has sold in more 

than 30 countries;  

 Anonymous Father’s Day, a documentary film exploring the stories of women and men who were created by  

anonymous sperm donation; 

 Breeders: A Subclass of Women?, which focuses on surrogacy; 

 Maggie’s Story, which follows one woman’s egg donation journey.; 

 Compassion and Choice: Denied a short documentary on Physician Assisted Suicide; 

 #BigFertility which explores the fertility business. 

 

 Jason Adkins from the MN Catholic Conference ended the evening with information on upcoming legislative actions.  To 

learn more about efforts in MN to stop the legalization of commercial surrogacy see https://www.stopsurrogacynow.com. 

Respect Life Committee 

http://www.cbc-network.org
http://www.anonymousfathersday.com/
http://breeders.cbc-network.org/
http://www.cbc-network.org/maggie/
http://www.cbc-network.org/denied/
http://bigfertility.cbc-network.org/
https://www.stopsurrogacynow.com
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The Knights of Columbus—The Guys in the Red Vests 

The guys in the red vests – you’ve seen them serving coffee & donuts and at many other parish events. Who are they? 

They are members of the St. Odilia Council of the Knights of Columbus, one of nearly 15,000 councils worldwide. The near-

ly two million members of the Knights of Columbus form the largest Catholic fraternal group in existence. As Knights, we 

serve our local parish and community while working each day to create a better world through charity. If you are looking 

to live out your faith in the spirit of charity by helping others, the Knights of Columbus welcomes you to join us.  
 

Knights and their families have the opportunity to become involved in the council's charitable, faith-based and social pro-

grams, becoming part of our Knights of Columbus family.  Over the past decade, our members have enabled the charitable 

donations of the Knights of Columbus to reach more than $1.5 billion dollars and individual Knights have donated more 

than 674 million volunteer hours to charity. 
 

At St. Odilia, our council has undertaken the following activities over the past year:  

 Served coffee & donuts 

 Hosted the Fall Festival Raffle 

 Hosted a picnic for mass servers 

 Hosted the Knights of Columbus Free Throw 

Shooting contest 

 Provided support to the Respect for Life  

Ministry 

 Provided support for the Special Olympics 

 Hosted Red Cross blood drives 

 Assisted with the Trunk or Treat event 

 Co-hosted the aluminum can wagon in the 

south parking lot with the St O Boy Scouts  

 

Through support of community and Church,  

our members form friendships with brother 

Knights that can last a lifetime, and we do our best to make a positive difference in our parish, our community and our 

world for generations to come.  
 

As much good work as the Knights of Columbus has done in the past, we could do even more with your help.  Please join 

us today and help make a difference in our community and Church. If you’d like more information please contact Paul 

Rowekamp at 651-481-9247 or Joe Gatto at 651-260-6256 or join us at our spring membership drive on March 29 in the  

Courtyard after all the masses.  

    ~Joe Gatto, email cjgatto1@gmail.com 

Community Life 

mailto:cjgatto1@gmail.com
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St. Odilia Men’s Club—We can do that, too. 
 

On Friday, February 7, The Saint Odilia Men's club, in  collaboration with the Faith  Formation Ministry Area Council, 

stepped out of its Pancake Breakfast and Fish Fry shell and treated about 150 

people to a great night of enjoyable trivia competition.  The evening also in-

cluded pizza, beverages and a chance for some great raffle prizes.  

Trivia categories included: Old man river, 100 years ago, Baby boomers along 

with some sports and art trivia, but being a Catholic parish we decided to see if 

anyone knew some Saint Odilia, Biblical and/or Catholic trivia as well.   

(Such as; Who was the second set of Apostles, mentioned in Mark 1:19, Zebe-

dee's Boys? Answer of course is James and John).  

Many prizes were given out throughout the evening and the overall winning trivia team 

won $400, along with a second prize team winning a prize of $200.  There was also a 

fun filled raffle with the top prize valued at $2,400 being a week stay with extras at the 

Elbow Lake resort near Lake Vermillion. 

It was truly an inter-generational event with 

ages 18 to 70+ attending. Ashley Ahlborn of 

the Faith Formation MAC invited attendees 

to learn more about the young adult ministry 

and to get in touch about other upcoming events with her at   

youngadults@stodilia.org.   

Proceeds from the Trivia event will sponsor Saint Odilia school youth  

programs as well as our new sponsorship of Faith Formation programs 

throughout our parish.  

 

 

We look forward to having another Trivia event in the near future.  Keep your 

eyes open for details.  Please also jot down on your calendar and support the 

following Men's club/Faith Formation events.  

 February 28,  Fish Fry in the courtyard. (5 - 7 p.m.)  

 March 13,  Fish Fry in the courtyard (5 - 7 p.m.)  

 April 4, Ham it up Bingo in the courtyard, after 5 p.m. Mass.   

 We will see you there! 

        ~Russ Bertsch Men's Club president  

        ~Liz Jennings Faith Formation MAC Chair    

ST. ODILIA MEN’S CLUB 

Community Life 

mailto:youngadults@stodilia.org


 25  

 

News from the St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women 

 
The Council of Catholic Women have been busy this season starting with two successful sales.  A Jewelry & Craft Sale was 
held in October and our annual Christmas Bake & Craft Sale was held in December.  We are grateful to everyone who  
supports us in any capacity.  Thanks to you most of our proceeds are returned to the parish and our community at the end 
of the season.   
 
Our next sale will be the Spring Bake & Craft Sale that will be held 
on Saturday, March 28 and Sunday, March 29, 2020.  (note that 
the sale is not on Palm Sunday weekend this year) We will be  
baking our famous caramel and cinnamon rolls!  More details in 
upcoming bulletins.  Dates of events are also on the St. Odilia 
website which is updated as needed. 
 
In September, CCW hosted the St. Paul Deanery First Quarterly Meeting. Details were published in the winter edition of 
The Messenger.  Fr. James Peterson was our featured speaker. 
 
In November, our featured speaker was Father Michael Daly.  Father presented The History of Our Lady of Guadalupe  
including the story of the apparition to Juan Diego in 1531 by Our Lady requesting a shrine. Father also spoke to the  
symbolism of Our Lady’s garments. 
 
In January, we held our annual Birthright Shower. Our featured speaker was Barb Kulaza.  Barb is a 
longtime volunteer at Birthright. She shared the history and philosophy of Birthright (a pro-life  
agency), some of her experiences, and spoke of volunteer opportunities available today.  
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering at Birthright in St. Paul, call 651-646-7033.  
Thanks to everyone who brought shower gift donations to our Birthright  
Shower!  Birthright is very appreciative of the generosity extended to them by St. Odilia.  
We had a carload of baby items to donate again this year. 
 
What’s next? ……On Thursday, March 12, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the Courtyard, our featured speaker 
will be Pati Kachel.  She is a great speaker and storyteller. Her story-telling presentation…. Anne of Green Gables!   
Save the date; everyone is invited!  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Charles J. Pilon June 19, 1935—October 16, 2019 
 

Charles J. Pilon, 84, passed away peacefully after a courageous battle 

with dementia and subsequently Alzheimers.  In his final days he was 

surrounded by his beloved family, including his bride of 48 years, Ana; 

his daughter Mariaelena Welch (Stewart); and his twins, Chris Pilon 

(Erica) and Catherine Cruz-Muneton (Julio).  

Chuck was born on June 19, 1935, in North Minneapolis.  He was a 

“Johnnie” three times over, attending St. John’s Prep school in  

Collegeville where he was the captain of the baseball team before enrol-

ling at St. John’s University and then St. John’s seminary.  Chuck was ordained a Catholic priest in 1962, taking the name 

Leon.  After ordination, he served as a teacher at St. John’s Prep and later was assigned to an inner-city Catholic parish 

named St. Anselm’s in the South Bronx, New York. 

It was his work at St. Anselm and in serving families, that caused Father Leon to revitalize his dream of being a devoted 

husband and father, just like his own dad.  When it became clear that the monumental changes of Vatican II in 1970 

would not allow priests to marry, Chuck sought and was granted a special dispensation from his vows so that he could 

leave the priesthood. During that time, he also met and fell in love with Ana, a volunteer in the Sunday school.  They 

married in 1971 and welcomed three children thereafter. 

Chuck continued serving his faith after leaving the priesthood as an Executive Director for the YMCA in Brooklyn, New 

York and later Director of the Midway YMCA in St. Paul, MN. Later he worked as a realtor and mortgage banker for 

Coldwell Banker.  He returned to work for the Catholic Church at St. Bernard’s Parish and St. Joseph’s in New Hope. 

Chuck retired in 2000 and enjoyed time traveling to various countries.  He was often found putzing around his personal 

garden; reading about the Civil War and walking in nature with trees to which he had given names and sometimes was 

known to hug. 

He was a talented writer and author of a novel, ‘Waiting for Mozart’, about a Catholic parish, and other scholarly papers 

on scripture and nature. Finally, Chuck was an active member of St. Odilia Parish where he passionately worked to raise 

funds for the Endowment Committee. 

Chuck is survived by his wife, children, grandchildren and many family members.  He will be missed dearly by those who 

loved him. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Bernice (Bernie) Hamernick  January 4, 1929—November 11, 2019 
 

Our beloved mother, Bernice Anne Hamernick met Our God and His Holy 

Mother on November 11, 2019, and became a part of eternal life with our 

dad and their loved ones. Bernie was born in Bowlus, MN, but after she  

graduated from high school, she traveled to Minneapolis to work as a  

nanny for two young children.  A year later, she went to work in an office, 

using her bookkeeping skills, shorthand and typing skills.  During that time, 

she met and fell in love with Romain Hamernick.  They were married on 

June 19, 1952. 

 

Bernie and Romain lived most of their married life in Roseville, MN and 

were members of St. Odilia parish for over 50 years.  Bernie served as a 

Eucharistic Minister, washed and ironed altar linens, and was a member of 

the Catholic Council of Women. She helped with bake sales, fall festivals 

and other church activities.  For 30 years, she volunteered at Lakeridge 

Nursing Home on a weekly basis. She read Scripture and distributed Holy 

Communion to the residents there.  Bernie and Romain loved to travel.  

They visited 38 states during their 64 years together.  Bernie also enjoyed gardening, baking and sewing.  

The most important things in her life were her faith, family and friends.  She was a loving, caring wife, mother, grand-

mother and great-grandmother.  She was a lady and a Christian woman who cared about and always tried to help others. 

Bernie, Mom, Grandma and Granny will be missed by all who knew and loved her. 

 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Matthew 5:4 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Marian June Martinson  June 3, 1927—January 1, 2020 
 

Marian began her new life with Christ on January 1, 2020. She was 92 years old. 

She has been reunited with her husband Ray and children, Sheila, John and Jim. 

Marian was born in St. James Minnesota and grew up in the Bemidji area. She 

attended what is now Bemidji State University, where her love of teaching first  

began.   

Marian and her family were early members of St. Odilia parish and actively in-

volved from the beginning. In the early years, Marian taught and directed the St 

Odilia CCD program. Once all her children were in school, Marian became a teach-

er at St. Odilia. She taught middle school English for 17 years.  

Known to many of the families at St. Odilia, Marian continued to follow her stu-

dents lives and academic careers. She was always happy to hear of their success and remembered all  of her students. 

Her retirement years consisted of traveling, reading, following the Minnesota  Twins and enjoying her 13 grandchildren 

and 15 great grandchildren.  

Vera Mary Hahn December 8, 1923—December 17, 2019 

Vera Mary Hahn passed away peacefully at her Epiphany Pines home surrounded by 

her loving family.  She was born on December 8, 1923, during a snowstorm.  She was 

the daughter of the late Joseph Ernest and Cecilia Nolen.  She married Vernon “Ted” 

Hahn on October 30, 1948. 

Vera was an Army Cadet Nurse.  WWII ended before she was deployed.  She gradu-

ated as a registered nurse and worked at St. Cloud Hospital.  After marriage and 

childbirth, she was a stay at home mom raising children.  During this time, she was 

an active member of the St. Odilia Catholic Church. After her youngest child started 

school, she retested and reactivated her nursing license.  She worked as a RN at  

Lakeridge Health Care Center until retirement. 

She was preceded in death by parents, Joseph Ernest and Cecilia; her eight siblings, three children, Michael, Rachel and 

Gregory; and son-in-law Darcy Field. 

Survived by loving husband of 71 years, Vernon; children Robert (Marcia), Bruce, Gerald (Barbara), Mary Field, Edward, 

Rebecca (Mark) Revier, Marguerite McGowan, Matthew (Cecilia) and Martin (Judit); 14 grandchildren and 3 great-

grandchildren. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Michael James Carroll "Misha"   May 17, 1990 - January 19, 2020 

 

Mike completed his earthly journey at age 29 after a four-year courageous 

battle with brain cancer.  Though he was young, he enriched many in his 

short life. 
 

I remember when Mike was in preschool and for his parent-teacher  

conference was asked who he liked to play with.  His answer was simply 

“Anyone who wants to play with me.”  In his gentle  spirit he shared his 

passions joyously and was eager for others to also discover them.  Along 

with his sister Anne, and brother Patrick, at age 13,  he lost his father   

Kevin, reminding us that life is precious.  He had many creative interests 

and was very innovative. In high school, Mike built his own computer, 

carefully selecting components to make it customized just the way he 

wanted it!  This was the start of him helping many people in their technol-

ogy quests. 
 

While studying Russian on an online language website in 2012, “Misha” met his future wife, Yulia.  Embraced by 

his new Russian family, he was able to travel twice to visit their home and experienced another beautiful culture.  

He was a devoted husband to Yulia and a very proud father to their now five-year-old daughter, Alice. 
 

Diagnosed with brain cancer in 2016, he completed a year of surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, and physical re-

habilitation. When his cancer returned in early 2019, he created an online support group for those affected by 

brain cancer in order to help others to share their stories.  Many were personally touched  and have expressed 

their gratitude.   
 

Mike faced his challenges quietly and with contemplation, becoming more faith filled as he endured his suffering.  

He was graciously appreciative for his many caregivers, both medical professionals and family, but especially to 

his beloved wife.  In his few years, he widened the world of many with his enthusiasm and love of life.  Mike has 

taught me much, and to honor him, I try to be reminded to have more kindness and forgiveness in this world. 
 

        ~Mary Carroll, Mike’s mom 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each 

returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be 

away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form  

below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

*Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org* 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY?   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:______________________________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 

Winter Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Julius and Charlotte Correia 
 Iva Correia 
 Leia Correia 
 
Karl and Mary Eckberg 
 Samuel Eckberg 
 Peter Eckberg 
 Loretta Eckberg 
 
Matt and Angie Donohoo 
 Anna Donohoo 
 Lucy Donohoo 
 Aidan Donohoo 
 Lillian Donohoo 
 
Ryan and Pam Sepion 
 Rowan Sepion 
 
Raymundo Castro & Shelly Stundahl 
 Ashley Hernandez 
 Johana Hernandez 

James and Jessica Mooney 
 Alayna Stewlow 
 J.J. Mooney 
 
Bill and Jessica Mahoney 
 Remington Mahoney 
 Ruby Mahoney 
 
Phyllis Russell 
 
Nadean Larson 
 
Jose Parra-Lechuga and 
Teresa Estefes-Lechuga 
 Areli Parra-Estefes 
 Jose Parra-Estefes 
 Valeria Parra –Estefes 
 
Justin and Renee Cowen 
 Aria Cowen 
 

Kathleen Weinbender 
 
Michael and Samantha Suchanek 
 Colton Suchanek 
 Charles Suchanek 
 
Robert and Katherine Pomerleau 
 Abigail Pomerleau 
 Anthony Pomerleau 
 
Bryce and Ashely Shearen 
 Emma Shearen 
 Connor Shearen 
 
Michael and Michelle Misiak 
 Maksym Misiak 
 William Misiak 
 
Edward and Lina Dohm 
 Esbastian Dohm 
 Emiliano Dohm 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
December 2019 — February 2020 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline:   Please submit articles for the SUMMER issue of The  

Messenger by Wednesday,May 13, 2020. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or 

dropped at the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but 

please describe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw 
closer to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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Reconciliation 
 Communal Service with Private Confessions 
 Wednesday, March 11 – 10:00 a.m. 
 Monday, March 30 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 Private Confessions (no communal service) 
 All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 11 
 Saturday April 4 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, April 4/5 Masses 
5:00 p.m. Saturday  
7:30 a.m. Sunday 
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m. in Spanish 
6:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations 
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
7:30 a.m. – Mass 
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
11:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym) 
12:45 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church) 
(NO 6 p.m. Mass) 


